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Outdoor living
begins again!
We hope you will enjoy flipping through the fun pages of April’s
HOME SHOW Magazine. Several great articles focus on ideas
for outside of our homes. Most of us are pining for the warm
weather ahead and we look forward to regaining or re-establishing
our backyards, and front yards. Because this magazine is
online you can click on some of the ads and articles to link
directly with a YouTube video or website - super cool for a
magazine!
We hope you will enjoy the new and timely “good news” articles
concerning the great outdoors as we continue to deal with covid
concerns here in southern Ontario. With the vaccination
campaign gearing up everyone is hopeful for a return to some
sort of regular life cycle. Being outdoors certainly seemed to
help last spring. Personally I can’t wait to get my shot, but I will
wait my turn. Most people can’t wait to get things “back to
normal” and the vaccine is the way out.
We here at Jenkins Show Productions are hopeful to be able to
offer some mini home shows in major shopping centres.
Details will be released on these soon. After that we will keep
our fingers crossed as to what is happening with larger
community home shows in the fall.
Feel free to forward this magazine on to a family member or
friend - shared joy is double joy. We would love to hear some
feedback from you too. Is there a theme or an article or a specific
type of company you are looking for? Remember you can just
reply to this email.
Enjoy!
Dave Jenkins
President, Jenkins Show Productions/HOME SHOW Magazine
1-800-465-1073 or dave@jenkinsshowproductions.com
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Share Your Story With Us!
Have a positive home renovation themed story, experience, recommendation, tale of how your
company got started that you want to have published in the Home Show Magazine?
Email Dave Jenkins at dave@jenkinsshowproductions.com. Whether it be enlightening, funny, or
informative, we would love to hear from you and help share your story!

Look For:
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7 Simple Ways

to Add Colour, Excitement to Your Yard

With all the beauty Mother Nature has to
offer, a few pops of colour or other simple
embellishments can help make your yard
look superb from the curb.
Whether you’re looking to enhance your
front yard, backyard, porch or patio space,
consider these easy and affordable ways
to spruce up your outdoor oasis:

elements.

Make Bold Statements

Plant your favorite flowers in a giant,
bright red or yellow pot or hang a bright

Add Mirrors

Just as they do indoors, mirrors can open
up small patio spaces and make areas
feel larger. Use mirrors made with resin or
other waterproof materials so they won’t
be compromised when exposed to the
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coloured swing from a tree. Just a little
dab of colour can make a statement and
brighten the whole space.

Hang It Up

Tie Up a Hammock

Make a relaxing retreat in the comfort of
your own yard by hanging a hammock
from trees or between posts on your deck.

Place hanging baskets around the porch
to bring punches of colour to your outdoor
sanctuary. With the freedom to pick and
choose your favorite plants and flowers,
these baskets have the added benefit of
easy maintenance.

Add a Birdbath

Consider Time When Planting

Throw Some Pillows

If you wish to add colour to your
landscape, consider the time of day you
normally spend in your outdoor space.
Early risers may appreciate vibrantly
coloured foliage that perks with the morning
sun. Those who spend time outdoors in
the evening hours can incorporate white
or lightly coloured plants that take on a
silvery sheen in the moonlight.
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These garden favorites come in a variety
of styles and colours to fit your unique
tastes and budget. Birds of all kinds can
find an oasis in their new bath and provide
you with a beautiful view.
Outdoor pillows are often available in the
same fun designs of their indoor
counterparts. Add some throw pillows to
your outdoor furniture for a chic yet
comfortable update.
These subtle changes can help beautify
your outdoor spaces and cause onlookers
to do a double-take - for the right reasons.
Find more ideas at www.elivingtoday.com

Power up epic
entertainment in
your new home

Enjoy all your channels and apps
in one place
EPICO gives you access to your favourite channels, on-demand
content, Netflix®, YouTube® and thousands of other apps from the
Google Play Store®. And it’s all from one interface, so there’s no
switching inputs.

Access your favourite content easily
EPICO uses preferences to give you easy access to your
favourite content with your personal profile. You can also
combine profiles to find content that the whole
family will enjoy.

Watch when and where you want

Stream and play all day

With the Restart and Just missed features, you decide what
to watch and when. Plus, with the EPICO mobile app, you also
decide where to watch, anywhere across Canada.

Our enhanced Wi-Fi means the whole family can explore
content on devices throughout the house. Worried about
usage? With unlimited Internet, you can stream, play and
browse carefree.

It’s easy to install our services yourself with our self-install kit.

Discover your offer

For personal and residential purposes only. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. A world of your very own® Conditions apply. Visit cogeco.ca/your-epico
for details. Spider-Man: Homecoming © 2017 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. and LSC Film Corporation. All Rights Reserved. | MARVEL and all related
character names: © & ™ 2019 MARVEL.Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle © 2017 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.The Equalizer 2 © 2018
Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.Disney’s Frozen © 2020 Disney. All Rights ReservedSlumber © HOTWELLS (SLUMBER) LIMITED 2017.
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone© 2001 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. HARRY POTTER characters, names and related indicia are trademarks of
and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Spruce Up Outdoor
Space In 4 Steps

The combination of heat, precipitation, and use can dull the appearance and
function of different outdoor spaces like textiles, light fixtures, furniture, decks
and more. Try these cleaning solutions to spruce up outdoor living spaces and
get them in shape for patio season. Find more cleaning tips and a
limited-time discount for a @1800 electric power washer at:
www.briggsandstratton.com/outdoorcleaning
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Hire Smart For
Home Remodeling
When you decide to make the investment
in a home improvement project, you’re
likely entrusting a professional contractor
to bring your vision to life on time and on
budget.

local remodelers are typically compelled
to perform quality work that satisfies their
customers in order for their businesses to
survive.

Discuss experience. While a skilled
Remodeling contractors are diverse, so it’s remodeler may be willing to take on something new, chances are you’ll be best
important to take your time, ask lots of
served by working with someone who has
questions and do your research before
experience with your specific project. A
selecting the right one for the job. Keep
learning curve can be expensive, and the
in mind these considerations from the
results aren’t always exactly as you hope.
experts at the National Association of the
Talk about similar projects the contractor
Remodeling Industry:
has completed in the past and how that
work compares to what you’re planning.
Choose local. A local home improvement
Also be sure to ask what, if any, outside
contractor with an established business
certifications a contractor may have
in your area is likely connected to your
community and has a vested interest in
earned that are pertinent to the project.
doing a job well. Referrals are an important
Understand staffing. Be sure you’re clear
source of business for local companies, so
Page 10
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about who will be in your home completing
the work, whether it’s the person you meet
to discuss a bid or an assigned team. Ask
who the project supervisor will be, and if
any work is to be subcontracted, who is
ultimately responsible for those tasks.
Check references. A reputable contractor
should be able to produce a list of past
customers who can attest to the
remodeler’s workmanship and service.
You can contact the government
Consumer Affairs Office and the Better
Business Bureau to check for complaints
on record for the contractor. Also ask if
the remodeler is a member of any trade
groups or associations.
Verify licensing. Many places, but not all,
require contractors to be licensed, bonded
or both. Contact your local licensing agencies to ensure the contractor meets all
requirements. Ask the remodeling

contractor for current copies of applicable
licenses.
Confirm insurance. Ask to see a copy of
the remodeling contractor’s certification of
insurance or the name of his or her
insurance agency to verify coverage. You
may require a contractor to carry worker’s
compensation, property damage and
personal liability insurance. Make sure the
contractor’s insurance coverage meets all
the minimum requirements.
Compare bids. There are a number of
different factors that go into pricing a
remodeling project. Be sure that every
estimate reflects the same scope of work.
If the estimates don’t fully spell out what
work is going to be done, go back to the
contractor for clarification in writing.
Find more tips for selecting a contractor at
remodelingdoneright.com.
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HumourUs
By Davey J.

Planning Your Own Suburban Back Forty Paradise!
Generally speaking the “back forty” is the
unused raw land at the back of a farm. But here
in suburbia Southern Ontario it can also refer to
our backyards or outside grounds around our
abodes. Growing up in small town Ontario during
the sixties, my dad always referred to out back
of our house as the back forty. We spent a lot of
time in the BF.

bought our first “new build” house, one of the
smartest things we did was to have an
experienced landscape architect design a
blueprint plan for our future back forty! He first
asked our needs and desires. On the plan he
placed plants and trees and gardens taking into
account the weather, the sun, the amount of
upkeep we would do, the spacing of trees so they
could mature, stone walls suggestions and our
budget and timeline. Our backyard was a blank
canvas of opportunity. But by having a “blueprint”
it allowed us to do some work ourselves or hire
out the work at our own pace.
Initially it was to be a five year plan. But as
they say the best laid plans of mice and men
can run amuck - or something like that. Once
you start executing your planting and building and
the creative juices get flowing it can gain a
momentum of its own. Rather like a runaway

For a 1960’s teenager, the backyard was a place
to experiment and build, a place to hangout,
relax, entertain, have a firepit, cut the lawn, build
a shed, sample an apple or pear right from the
tree, maybe swim in the pool, store an old car,
enjoy a barbeque with great smelling, real
charcoal, run through a water sprinkler, grow
a new tree or hedge, eat outside at a lopsided
wood picnic table, have your first kiss, check out
the neighbour’s delicious smelling barbeque, bury
your pet hamster, build a backyard rink in the
winter, play lawn darts or croquet, learn to lasso,
cut the lawn again - my teenage job. My point is,
we Canadians really enjoy our outside time. Here
in Canada we enjoy four very distinct seasons, so
we may as well enjoy them!
When I was married in the 1980’s and we finally
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avalanche. Just get out of the way and go for
it, because it ain’t stopping! The five year plan
became the one summer and a bit plan. It was
fantastic fun! Expensive but fun.

The landscape architect had suggested a single
perfect Skyline Locust tree for effect. Bobby had
five. Sold! You have to have at least one Maple
tree on your property if you live in Canada right?
So three would be three times better right? Sold!
When buying the first few trees from a very elderly, Then I spotted some great low shrubs to line the
farmer gentleman named Bob, the plan was to
walkway. Sold! Then he said he had just one left
start small with three or four units. Our landscape - right - just one of his favourite Globe Maples.
architect had steered us towards mostly Canadian Just one? Sold! You might notice I keep saying
climate-hearty trees which was smart. To this day “I”. Well on this particular summer week my wife
I don’t know whether that farmer was a sly, super had decided to visit some of her family in London.
salesman or if I was just an easy mark. He said
London England that is. And to use yet another
he was retiring soon so everything on the
mice analogy: when the cats are away the mice
massive - as far as you can see - tree farm had to may play. I was all alone and had to make an
go. Have you heard that kind of line before???
executive decision. All in! It was a time sensitive,
Hmmmm. As we strolled through the beautiful
topiary buying extravaganza! Dear Bob was
retiring you know! Sold! Just as an aside, my wife
eventually loved them - it was maybe 2 or 3 years
later - but she forgave me - and now she loves
them - and me too I hope?

trees he seemed to know everything about his
beauties. He was very knowledgeable and very
passionate about each of them - as was I. I
believe he sensed that. He also seemed to be
just making up the prices as we passed them. At
the time I had no idea of tree prices so I just went
with the flow. Ride the wave kind of stuff.
Anyhow after a little jawing and story telling and
arm twisting I purchased five gorgeous, tall
cylindrical pyramidal oak trees, a great way to
give you year round privacy, and line a section of
your property from your neighbours. Sold! Then
for good measure I bought four 20’ tall Linden
trees with balls as big as a small car. Sold! And
who could resist having a grouping of five well
groomed, 10’ high blue spruce trees for the
back point of the property. Sold! Then farmer
Bob pointed out some raggedy less manicured
random pine trees that looked like abandoned
wide eyed puppies looking for a home. Sold!
Page 14

After negotiating a bulk price which was probably,
most likely, possibly, maybe a great price I came
to the realization that “who exactly is going to
plant this forest of mammoth beasts?” Uncle Bob
to the rescue once again! He was a connected
man. He had a good friend who could do the
deed. His friend owned a fleet of flatbed trailers
with tarps that could transport the caravan of
bushy heaven back to our back forty and plant
them. Game on!
After about a week of planting, our property was
lined and dotted and staged with a spectacular
vision of Canadiana trees. Bring on the Group of
Seven artists! (Could I recoup a tree modeling
stipend for that?) Our new neighbours asked
whether their property taxes would be raised
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now that they were living next to an Algonquin
Park-esque property.
Now more than 30 years later we enjoy great
privacy in our back forty. It is alive with squirrels,
birds, wind chimes and shade where wanted.
On a windy day it sounds like we live in cottage
country by a lake as the leaves harmonize like a
symphony in the wind. It has been fun to watch
the trees grow each year and evolve and develop
like Mother Nature’s children. Every two years
or so the “forest” needs trimming to keep things
healthy. The trees have grown so tall now that
we hire professional tree trimmers/climbers to do
that; relying on their recommended expertise.
Anyhow, my suggestion of the day is to get yourself a plan. Hire a professional. Nowadays most
people prefer to hire professional landscapers
which is terrific. Some will even do your architectural plan for free if you hire them to do the installation and purchase the supplies. You can shop
the internet or attend your local home show to
talk one-on-one with local experts when you are

ready. Get yourself a plan and before you know
it, Bob’s your uncle, and you can have your own
back forty paradise!

Premium Irrigation
Systems
Stunning Outdoor
Lighting

Apex Outdoor Systems is the Premier
Custom Irrigation, Outdoor Lighting and
Landscape Lighting Company in Toronto,
Oakville, Burlington and Surrounding Areas.
From Premium and Professional Irrigation
Services and Lawn Sprinklers to beautiful
lighting systems that will make your home
shine Apex Outdoor Systems has you covered.
From the fixtures we choose to the workmanship we provide, we commit to providing every client with
the highest quality. Professional Landscape Lighting can provide security, functionality and beauty to
any property. A well placed fixture can change a dark space into a work of art. Whether you need
lighting for your walkways or add curb appeal, Apex Outdoor Systems has the solution.

Apex Outdoor Systems will bring your home to life, day or night
1(877) 747-7761

Contact Apex Outdoor Systems Today:
info@apexoutdoorsystems.com

apexoutdoorsystems.com

5 Tips

to Spring Clean Your
Home Inside and Out
Spring cleaning isn’t just about purging dirt and
grime. It’s also the perfect opportunity to take
inventory of items around your home. As you tackle
this season’s cleaning, look for ways to improve
your overall living space, from getting rid of things
you no longer need to adding items that can work
harder for you.
Consider these five ways to tackle your home
inside and out this spring.
Make organizing easier. As you clean each
space, look for easy ways to reduce unsightly
messes and improve organization. If your entryway
always becomes a jumbled pile of shoes and
coats, consider adding a storage bench and hooks
to bring some order to the area. If the kids’ toys
always accumulate in the living room, add a storage
chest or large baskets to store them when not
in use. If tools and equipment make the garage
unusable, install shelving units to keep everything
in place.

example, is giving sellers 200 free listings every
month, meaning you only pay after your items sell.
Reimagine your living space. If one area is
becoming too crowded or doesn’t serve your
family’s needs, consider items you can repurpose
for another part of the home. For example, move
an unused chair in your living room into a
bedroom to create a reading nook. Keep your
focus on function as you make changes that
accommodate your lifestyle.
Make smart additions. Once you’ve cleared your
space, and sold things you no longer need, you
can convert that extra cash into reliable home
appliances and tech. For example, purchase or
upgrade items like vacuums, lawn mowers, power
washers, drills and more to help take your spring
cleaning to the next level. You can make your
money go further by choosing certified refurbished
products; some marketplaces like eBay offer
inventory that has been professionally inspected
by the manufacturer, or a manufacturer-approved
vendor, to look, feel and work like new.

Eliminate the excess. Spring cleaning is also an
opportunity to declutter and make way for
something new, either by donating or selling
Commit to revisiting regularly. It’s easy to let
unused things. Whether it’s last season’s fashion
clutter and disorganization slide when you get
and accessories or unused tech and fitness gear,
busy with life’s demands. Once your spring cleaning
that item you never used - or haven’t used in a
and reorganizing is complete, commit to reassessing
while - may be exactly what someone else is look- your home on a monthly or quarterly basis so you
ing for. Online platforms can make the process
can make small adjustments along the way, rather
easy and be a way to earn extra cash or help fund than face a major project every year.
other home upgrades. Look for marketplaces that
help you maximize your return; eBay, for
Say you saw it in HOME SHOW Magazine Page 17

Shop Smarter

Considering refurbished products for your shopping list can expand your options and make it easier to
purchase top-of-the-line brands without going over budget. From tech and small kitchen appliances to
outdoor power equipment, you can discover a breadth of items often in like-new condition.
Shop for Multi-Purpose Items: When upgrading your arsenal of gadgets, tools and small appliances, look for items that can serve multiple purposes. For example, many vacuums can transform into
steamers or include mop attachments and some pressure cookers can also be used as air fryers.
Feel Confident in Your Purchase: Sometimes upgrading means investing in a premium product you
can count on to last longer than entry-level models. With eBay’s Certified Refurbished program, you
can find popular, professionally inspected name brands at up to 50% off, all of which are backed by
industry-leading two-year warranties for peace of mind.
Keep Sustainability in Mind: Keeping functionality in mind and buying like-new items not only saves
you money now and in the future but can also help protect the planet by extending the life of products
and reducing unnecessary waste.
Learn more about buying refurbished at eBay.com/CertifiedRefurbishedHub.

`

MAKE THE

SWITCH
Insurance
caaniagara.ca/switch

|

1-877-222-1717

Auto and Proper ty Insurance are under written by CA A Insurance Company. Cer tain conditions, limitations and under writing guidelines apply.
®CA A trademarks owned by, and use is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association.

Pets & Spring!
At HOME SHOW Magazine,

we focus on the home and how to get the most
out of your living space. Home is a place for
family and friends, where we can be ourselves
and share our love with those closest to us. With
this in mind, we are starting a column about an
important part of the home – your pets. Each
month, we’ll bring you some insights and
information from neighbourhood veterinarian
Dr. Hans Christoffersen, who has over 20 years
experience. We hope you’ll find it informative
(and maybe even entertaining!).
Spring is in the air and we’re all itching to
get out of the house after a long (locked-down
never-ending pandemic long…) winter of cabin
fever. Your pets can feel it to! In this article, I’ll go
over some things to help keep your pets happy
and safe this spring.

Easter Surprises

Easter is often a celebration of spring –
daffodils, baby chicks, chocolate (mmm… chocolate) and warmer weather. Easter can be full of
wonderful surprises and few simple precautions
will keep you from a “surprise” trip to the veterinary clinic.
Easter (and other) Lilies: These are highly toxic
to cats and dogs when eaten. Cats especially like
munching on plants, and cats get onto tables and
counters where plants are often displayed, so
these are especially dangerous for cats. I strongly
recommend that households with pets do not
bring any lilies home.
Chocolate: Chocolate is also toxic to cats and
dogs. Fortunately, cats don’t tend to eat chocolate,

so this is more concerning for dog owners (as
most dogs love chocolate). Fortunately, most
children’s Easter “chocolate” contains very little
real chocolate (cocoa), which is the toxic ingredient. That being said, if your dog eats chocolate –
any chocolate - call your vet to be sure.

and doors are open, pets will try to get outside.
Make sure open windows and doors are properly
screened and locked to prevent escape or falls
(for instance, apartment-dwelling cats often jump
out of open windows for unknown reasons – it’s
common enough that it has a name: “Highrise
syndrome”).

Home Improvement

Spring Clean and Screen

Spring is a time to clean out the winter
clutter and air out the house … but not your pets!
Cleaners and Chemicals: As you clean up, keep
all cleaners and chemicals away from your pets.
Pets ride low to the ground, so are often more
exposed to the chemicals in cleaners than we
are. Dogs are also notorious for licking everything,
so are more likely to get sick from cleaners.
Antifreeze: Spring tune-up? Be especially
careful with antifreeze. It is extremely toxic but
has a sweet taste many dogs (and even some

cats) love. Carefully clean up any spilled
antifreeze immediately.
Screens: When the weather is nice and windows

We’re all for improving your home! Pet
owners should take extra care to ensure that pets
don’t get into trouble during renovations.
Renovation Hazards: Paint, solvents and other
chemicals can be harmful to your pet and should
be kept safe. Also keep pets away from openings
where they can escape or become stuck, and
away from power tools and other sharp objects.
Noise and Stress: Pets get very anxious during
renovations due to the noise, dust, and strangers
in the house. Often the best option for your pet is
to consider sending them on a “renovation
holiday” to a friend’s or family member’s home.

Garden Paradise

Spring is when your garden bursts back to
life. With a little forethought, you can enjoy it with
your pets.
Garden Chemicals: Fertilizers, insecticides and
herbicides can be dangerous to pets. Only buy
pet-friendly products, store them in a safe place,
keep pets away after applying, and use as little as
possible.

Garden Plants: Before planting your
garden, ensure all plants are safe for pets. Many
popular plants, such as rhododendron and
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azaleas, are highly toxic to pets.

Buggers!

Spring is not only when we are getting
active outside, it’s also when fleas, ticks and
heartworms rear their tiny, ugly little heads. Being
proactive about parasite
control keeps your pets and family safe.
Fleas and Ticks: These little bouncy
buggers are regular spring visitors. Ticks can also
transmit Lyme disease to both pets and people,

so doing regular flea and tick checks, and giving
your pet preventive medication, is highly
recommended.
Heartworm: This little devil is transmitted between dogs by mosquitoes in the warmer months.
It can be a nasty disease, but fortunately is easily prevented with yearly testing and medication
(which is usually combined with flea and tick
preventive to make life easy!).
Spring is a wonderful time for both us and our
pets. Enjoy!
- With care, Dr. Hans Christoffersen
Dr. Hans Christoffersen is a veterinarian with 20
years of experience and is the owner of Lakeview
Animal Hospital in Mississauga and Animal Care
Clinic in Brampton.
Visit www.animalcareclinics.ca for more helpful
information for pet owners.
Toxic and Non Toxic Plants:
www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/
toxic-and-non-toxic-plants
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ver the past year, online shopping has become the norm
for all kinds of purchases, from groceries and household
essentials to gifts and clothing.
Shopping for clothes and other items from the comfort of your
home has multiple advantages, including the convenience to shop
on your own schedule and the ability to do more thorough research
to get the best prices before you buy. However, if you’re not used to
doing it, shopping online for items you typically purchase at brick
and mortar stores can be daunting.
To make your online shopping experiences more efficient and
successful, consider these tips from Kellie Brown, fashion influencer
and author of the “And I Get Dressed” blog.

Look Around for Good Deals
If you have your eye on a particular item, shop around on multiple
sites for it. Prices can vary from one website to another, and you
could be missing out on big savings by not doing your research.
When you’re comparing items, be sure to pay attention to details.

Verify model or style numbers, colours and other specifics to ensure
you’re comparing apples to apples.
Ultimately, you may find the same item with a slight difference
that you’re willing to accept for a better price. Be sure you’re
checking diligently so you have all the data you need to make a
well-informed decision.
Doing research online may also help you locate discount codes that can
help bring down the price if you buy from a specific online retailer.

Know Your Measurements
Clothing is one category that shoppers either love or hate to buy online.
Brown sees one distinct advantage: skipping the fitting room.
“Shopping for clothes online can seem daunting, but one of the
biggest perks is being able to avoid the dreaded dressing room
experience,” Brown said. “I hate the process of waiting in line, the
overhead lighting, wonky mirrors and having to evaluate clothing
in a flash.”

Buying online lets you ditch the fitting room in favor of the
comfort of your own home, where you can take time to consider
your new garments in private.
Brown cautions that the first rule of shopping for clothes
online is recognizing sizing isn’t always universal. For example,
a size 18 from one store may fit completely different at another
store. If you know your measurements, you can compare those
with the listed size chart. That way, you can select the best size
for specific brands or products.

date. Especially with shipping delays that may occur, be clear on
dates before you order. Many stores offer extended returns windows,
but it’s still smart to know the expectations up front.
Online shopping can save you valuable time and money, especially
when you’re smart about your purchases. Find more information at
bankofamerica.com/morerewarding.

Use the Right Credit Card
Joining a store’s loyalty program can be advantageous if you are a
frequent shopper at a specific brand or retailer. Also, it’s important
to realize not all credit cards are the same, and some offer rewards
for online shopping, including cash back.
“The most versatile option is a card that adapts with your
spending, such as the Bank of America® Cash Rewards credit
card that lets you earn 3% cash back in a category of your
choice,” Brown said. “Hint: Online shopping is one of those
categories. The rewards don’t expire, and if you are a Preferred
Rewards member, you could boost your rewards by 25-75%,
which means you could earn up to 5.25% cash back on your
transactions. These rewards can be redeemed into your savings
account as money for future shopping.”

Double Check Return and Exchange Policies
Make sure you know the return policy of the retailer you’re
shopping with to ensure your return or exchange will be accepted,
if necessary. Being an avid online shopper, Brown offers a few
important tips for dealing with items that may need returned.
Many stores won’t accept open packages or clothing with tags
removed, so be sure you know the guidelines before tearing into
your packages when they arrive.
You should also check whether you can return items to a local
store, if there’s one available, or if you’ll have to ship a return, and
find out who is responsible for return shipping costs.
It’s also important to be conscious of timing since most retailers
have specific rules about how long you have to return an item. Some
use the order date as the starting point while others use the delivery

Online shopping offers
plenty of benefits but
being cautious with your
credit card information
and banking information
can help you avoid
certain risks. Consider
these tips from Better
Money Habits, Bank of
America’s free financial
education platform, to
help you protect your
finances while shopping
online.
Use powerful
passwords: Avoid
the temptation to set
a password you can
remember easily and

instead use something
a little more complex
that would be hard for
others to guess or hack.
Use a distinct password
for each online account
so you don’t make
multiple accounts
vulnerable if your
personal information
does get stolen. Also
change your passwords
periodically for added
security.
Look for the lock: If
you're shopping online,
be sure the address
begins with https. The
“S” tells you the site is

secure, and don't forget
to look for the little
lock icon in the browser
before you enter any
payment information.
Secure your networks:
Whether using your
home Wi-Fi, a mobile
device while on the go
or a public computer,
you need to take steps to
secure your info. Start
by password protecting
your home's network.
When you log in to
any financial account
while away from home,
like at a coffee shop or
restaurant, don't do so

on an open network. If
you're using a shared
computer, be sure to
clear all your personal
information when you
log out.
Set up notifications:
One easy way to keep an
eye on your credit card
information is to sign
up for mobile or email
alerts with your bank.
This way, each time
your card is used, you
receive a notification.
Plus, your bank may be
able to notify you of any
suspicious activity.
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The May Issue Is
Coming Soon
Book Your Ads Today!
Feel free to write us back at
dave@jenkinsshowproductions.com with
article requests, pictures, and more for the next issue.

Advertising

To advertise your company in
HOME SHOW Magazine just reply to
dave@jenkinsshowproductions.com!
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